
At any given time, hundreds of shiny cars, trucks, and SUVs await their new owners at Uftring 
dealerships throughout the Peoria area. Even after hours, lighting up those four-wheel deals is 
a non-negotiable cost of doing business. 

“Lighting is a big expense. It’s important for display and for security,” says Mike Bambrick, 
General Manager of Uftring Automall in East Peoria. “Our cars are on display 24/7 – and we get 
traffic all hours of the day or night.”

“When the recession hit, we began turning lot lights off around 10:30 p.m. to cut costs,” he 
says. “It got awfully dark here, and 
there was a certain amount of risk.”

But these days, thanks to a major 
renovation — and more than $27,000 in 
incentives from Ameren Illinois — those 
outdoor lights shine from dusk -to 
-dawn and deliver savings, too. 

The East Peoria automall replaced outdated mercury halide bulbs with high-efficiency LED 
lights, from the outdoor lots.

A combination of dimmers and motion sensors keep outdoor lights running at one-third 
capacity when the lot is unoccupied. However, when a potential customer drives onto the lot, 
sensors detect the movement and boost lighting to 100% — only in the area needed. 

While the brighter LED bulbs allowed Uftring to reduce the number of outdoor lights, light 
fixtures were added to the showroom, which had been under-illuminated for years. 

“In our main Ford showroom, we increased from 18 light fixtures to 50. Now we’re properly lit 
inside and out,” says Bambrick. “The outside really pops at night now, and it’s brighter in the 
showroom and better for our employees and for customers.”

It’s also better for the bottom line. The new LED lights will save Uftring an estimated $20,000 a 
year in energy costs. Beyond that, LED lights last up to five times longer than fluorescent 
lighting. They are also more durable and less likely to break, so they cost less to maintain. 

UFTRING DEALERSHIPS DRIVE ENERGY 
SAVINGS WITH LED LIGHTING   
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
PROGRAM

Brighten Your Business 
& Boost Your Bottom Line
Submit your qualified lighting project 
and gain:

•    Cash incentives

•    Lower electricity bills

•   Better lighting

•    Reduced project costs

•    Longer lamp life 

•    Faster payback period

•    Lower maintenance costs 

•    Reduced impact on the environment 
“ Ameren Illinois was easy to work with … 

and the new lighting provides a better work 
environment, more security and a better 

environment for our customers.”

— Mike Bambrick, General Manager



Brighten Your Business & Boost Your Bottom Line

“Once, a few years ago, we spent over $5,000 updating new lights, and within a month, some 
of the lights were out again,” says Bambrick. “The old lights had a bulb, a capacitor, and a 
ballast. That’s three different parts that can go bad. The new LED lights have fewer moving 
parts.” 

And thanks to an electric eye that automatically operates the dusk-to-dawn lights, Bambrick 
no longer has to spend his valuable time on a timer. 

“This is a big investment for us, but it makes fiscal sense,” says Bambrick of the project. 
“Ameren Illinois incentives were a very important part of our decision.”

Those incentives reduced the payback for the East Peoria project to under 3.5 years. 

In light of the incentives available — and the savings generated at the East Peoria location 
— similar improvements are underway at three more Uftring locations. 

In total, Ameren Illinois provided more than $90,000 for the lighting upgrades. The auto dealer 
is using local suppliers and installers who are specially trained to navigate the utility’s 
program requirements and paperwork. 

“Our vendors are very well aware of Ameren Illinois programs. They’re doing a lot of the 
legwork for us,” says Bambrick, who readily recommends the utility’s programs to other 
businesses. “Ameren Illinois was easy to work with. They were helpful, provided timely 
information and quick incentive payment.” 

Once all of the LED lighting projects are complete, Uftring’s annual electricity use will be 
reduced by an estimated 1.17 million kilowatt-hours, generating more than $70,000 in annual 
energy savings — funds that could help them outpace competitors. 

“This is a very competitive market, so margins and savings are very important,” says 
Bambrick.  

The benefits of the new lighting, however, go beyond the bottom line. 

“We are better lit now, inside and out. The new lighting provides a better work environment, 
more security, and a better environment for our customers,” says Bambrick. “Now we’re 
shiny and bright.”   

Just like their cars.

Energy Efficiency. It’s Good Business.
Since 2008, the award-winning Ameren Illinois Energy Efficiency Program has provided 
more than $85 million in incentives to help business customers save more than $350 million 
in annual energy costs. Incentives are available for a variety of energy-saving projects, 
including lighting, heating and cooling, refrigeration, motors, steam system improvements, 
and compressed air.

The Lowdown on LEDs
Did you know? Design Lights Consortium 
qualified LED lighting:

•    Uses up to 80% less energy than 
standard lighting.

•    Lasts 35 to 50 times longer than 
incandescent lighting and about two 
to five times longer than fluorescent 
lighting. 

•    Produces very little heat, reducing 
cooling costs.

•    Comes with a minimum five-year 
warranty — far beyond the industry 
standard.

•    Is more durable — won’t break  
like a bulb. 

•     Offers convenient features, such as 
dimming.

Flip the Switch on  
Energy Waste
Lighting accounts for as much as 50%  
of the average business’ electricity 
consumption. On the bright side,  
that means you can enjoy significant 
savings — year after year — by making 
simple lighting improvements. Ameren 
Illinois offers cash incentives for a variety 
of lighting projects, including:

•    Interior LED lighting

•    LED exit signs

•    High-bay lighting replacements

•    Exterior lighting for canopies and 
garages

•    Permanent lamp/fixture removal

READY TO BEGIN?
AmerenIllinoisSavings.com

1.866.800.0747


