Determining Effective

R-Value of Insulation

EFFECTIVE R-VALUE OF BLOWN CELLULOSE AND BLOWN FIBERGLASS INSULATION

Determine the minimum depth you think covers 98% of the attic.

» Insulationlooksnewandisataconsistentlevelthroughouttheattic,withnovisibledeteriorationfromheat,
00D wind or weather.
» Insulation covers all can lights, bath fans and ceiling joists.

» Insulationmaybeoriginaltohomeandlevelisfairlyconsistentthroughouttheattic;mayshowslightcompression
due to light foot traffic in attic.

» Can lights and bath fans are covered; ceiling joists are mostly covered.

» No open spots or exposed ceiling.

» Insulationisprobablyoriginaltohomeandleveliscompressed,showingevidenceofheavyfoottrafficthroughoutattic.
POOF » Can lights and bath fans are exposed; ceiling joists are mostly exposed.
» No open spots or exposed ceiling.

» Insulation is old and weathered.
» Can lights, bath fans and ceiling joists are exposed.

A » Large areas of exposed ceiling.

EFFECTIVE R-VALUE OF ROLLED BATT INSULATION

» Insulation looks new and is fluffed to full thickness; in contact with all surfaces, with no gaps or voids.

00D
» Insulation covers all ceiling joists—if cross batted, both layers appear to be the same condition.

» Insulation appears to be fairly new, tight to edges.
» Ceilingjoistsare90%covered—ifcrossbatted, theconditionofthesecondlayerisconsistentwiththefirst.

» Insulation looks old and dirty, with 1/2" gaps along edges.
POOF » Canlights,bathfansandceilingjoistsareexposed—ifcrossbatted,secondlayerisinmuchworseconditionthanthe
first, with open and inconsistently covered areas; edges of second layer do not touch.

\VERY/ » Insulation is old, deteriorating and very dirty.
ROOR » Can lights, bath fans and ceiling joists are exposed; ceiling has open spots.
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EFFECTIVE R-VALUE / Fiberglass Batts
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EFFECTIVE R-VALUE / Fiberglass Batts
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EFFECTIVE R-VALUE / Blown Fiberglass
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EFFECTIVE R-VALUE / Blown Fiberglass
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EFFECTIVE R-VALUE / Cellulose
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EFFECTIVE R-VALUE / Cellulose
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